NAYANA

TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS

Nasik is the place where Lakshmana cut the nose of
Soorpanakha, sister ofRavana. According to a local tradition,
Nasik, now and then has been subject to Lakshmana's wrath.
On the outskirts of the town there is a temple of Lakshmana.
When Ganapati arrived at Nasik, small pox was prevalent in
the town. He along with many others, was detained on the
outskirts by the health authorities. Ganapati. spent the day in
a temple close by and at night, seeing the moon and the clear
star-studded sky, felt elated and began singing some siokas.
When he recited a sloka * from Raghuvamsa Kavya, the health
officer requested him to explain fully the meaning of the
sloka.

King Aja, the son of King Raghu, was going to
participate in a Swayamvara (a function in which the bride
chooses her husband from among the suitors gathered). On
the way he and his party rested overnight in tents. Before
daybreak, the court singers recited this sloka, to wake up their
King.

* Nidravasena bhavataapyanaveksamaanaa
Paryutsukhatvamabalaa nisi khanditeva
Laksmirvinodayati yena digantalambie
Sopitvadaananarucim vijahaati candrah

"Oh King, Lakshmi (Goddess of wealth) who felt
forsaken when you were overpowered by sleep, sought the
company ofChandra (Moon). Now that you have woken up,
the moon has set, unable to vie with the beauty of your face."

The lotus, the face of a king and the moon are
described as the abodes of Goddess Lakshmi.
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